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personal, passing at death, occupied the chief part of the session of 1895 and was the subject of heated controversy. The amounts levied, which rose to a maximum of 8 per cent. on the largest estates, may seem merciful by the standard set in later times, but the principle was new, and Conservatives professed to see in it the dismantling of ancient homes and the ruin of the countryside. It added to their exasperation that, according to the rule held inviolable until fifteen years later, this measure was beyond the reach of the House of Lords, which would have shown it scant mercy if it had had the chance. The Budget had its opponents even in the Liberal party, and the Prime Minister himself was supposed to have been only a reluctant convert, but Sir William had his way, and the taxes were carried substantially as he proposed. They had none of the immediate effects predicted of them; with wealth increasing, the rich men who were hardest hit easily absorbed them, and Conservative as well as Liberal Chancellors of the Exchequer came to regard them as an invaluable source of revenue. It was reserved for a future generation in stress of circumstances unimagined in 1894 to raise them to a level at which they had undoubtedly some of the results predicted by alarmists in that year.
The Government staggered on into the summer of 1895, adding to its other burdens a heroic attempt to pass a Welsh Disestablishment Bill with a majority which was seldom more than twenty, and which, with die slightest lack of vigilance, might be wiped out. Liberal members almost lived in the House of Commons and the session, was long remembered as the most arduous in their experience. But the end was inevitable, and it came in a snap division on the vote for cordite in the Army estimates. The point at issue was trivial, but Ministers had reached the end of their tether and accepted the division with relief
Liberal Achievements and Dissensions
When the Liberal Government was formed in 1892 very few had thought it possible that it could live for more than a year, and its survival for three years surpassed all expectations. Though its principal measures were doomed to failure, it played an important part in parliamentary history. It set ahe most illustrious of her Prime Ministers after sixty years* service, Mr. Gladstone saw " a great sincerity."arts of turning corners and parrying thrusts.   It was all useless. No argument about the strictly subordinate character of the proposed Irish Parliament prevailed against the view of its opponents that it meant separation and the disruption of the    fg/ Empire.   When the Bill reached the House of Lords it was    Id rejected by a majority of 419 to 41 on its second reading   *?' Ie prevailed at the time arxd induced the Powers to co-operate in setting up a tolerable Government for the Christian subjects of the Turk, the whole
